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thechurch.fm/br/

BATON ROUGE CAMPUS

 Being Conformed to the Image Of Jesus Christ
His Life, His Mind, His Mission, His Promises

JOIN US LIVE AT THE CHURCH ONLINE: SUNDAYS AT 9:00AM, 10:45AM, & 5:30PM

Mark and Cindy Stermer
Senior Pastors

Fitzpatrick and Tashanti Pitts
Executive Pastors

SUNDAY SERVICES TIMES

10:45AM
Childcare For Ages 0 – 11

ADDRESS

2037 Quail Drive
Baton Rouge, LA 70808

OFFICE PHONE NUMBER:

225.769.6760
Tuesday – Friday

9AM to 4PM

REAL CONF PROGRAM 2018.indd   2 3/22/18   11:47 AM



REAL CONF PROGRAM 2018.indd   3 3/22/18   11:47 AM



Our primary mission is the treatment of substance abuse. Patient 
care is our number one priority and we work to ensure that every 
patient receives the highest level of care and respect. 

Our network of outpatient facilities offers comprehensive 
substance abuse treatment programs to assist people addicted 
to opiates such as OxyContin, Lortab, Vicodin, Oxycodone, 
Hydrocodone and Heroin.

Opiate addiction treatment with Methadone, Buprenorphine or 
Vivitrol at no cost is available for qualified individuals.

Immediate Admission

1303 Line Ave Suite 600
Shreveport, LA 71101

318-425-3400

1910 Ruffin Drive
Monroe, LA 71202

318-340-9596
CenterforBehavioralHealth.com

FOURTH ANNUAL REAL HELP CONFERENCE

AGENDA AT A GLANCE
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Plenary Speakers

Governor John Bel Edwards
In March 2017, after nearly a year of study, The Louisiana Justice Reinvestment Task  
Force released a report of its findings and recommendations for legislative reform. Those 
recommendations were developed into ten bills, sponsored by Republicans, Democrats, 
and an Independent. All ten bills passed the Louisiana Legislature with strong bipartisan 
majorities.  The Governor will update the attendees on the initial  impact. 

State Representative Patricia H. Smith                                  
Louisiana House of Representatives, District 67

Addressing the Challenges of Women Returning Citizens 
“Women have become the fastest-growing segment of the incarcerated population, but 
despite recent interest in the alarming national trend, few people know what’s happening 
in their own states.” 

(Policy Prison Initiative, 2018) State Representative Pat Smith will give her view of those 
challenges facing Louisiana women coming out of incarceration.

Secretary, James M. Le Blanc
Department of Public Safety and Corrections 

Closing out the 4th annual conference on reentry, Secretary LeBlanc will give his thoughts on 
what reentry may look like throughout the state in the near future. 

Kerry Myers
Freelance Journalist, Communications Specialist, Louisiana Parole Project

Getting Ahead of the Narrative
“Formerly incarcerated people face a broad array of obstacles, not the least of which are 
reform opponents who are waiting for that “high-profile” failure to say “I told you so” and 
wreck the recent, hard-earned progress. This is the same manipulation of public fear and the 
same failed policy that has brought us to where we are. No policy, even good, evidence-based 
policy, is perfect, and it should not be dismissed for political reasons.”

Aaron Broussard / Lewis Goodwin   
Personal Journeys: 
A Panel  with Aaron Broussard and Lewis Goodwin
A person’s past does not have to be an anchor to hold them back 
but a rudder to steer the future! These two men will share their 
journeys to encourage others.  
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REAL Help Conference Sessions
 [ in Alphabetical Order ]

A to Z: Establishing a Successful Community Based Reentry Program
Candy Christophe, LCSW, LAC– Founder, Reentry Solutions
Following your passion for a non-profit is not easy and the books miss a few things.  This session will cover how Reentry Solutions 
developed and grew to where it is today serving the Alexandria community through several grants and strategic partnerships. 

A Challenge: Child Support Payments  
Adrienne Wheeler,  Justice Accountability Center of Louisiana
There are many hurdles people face after spending time incarcerated. For some parents, this
means child support obligations. This workshop will explain the types of debts that may be owed
for child support, how to address them, and the potential for changes in the future.

Collegiate Educational Opportunities for Returning Citizens
Susan Nealy, Director of Innovative Learning, Baton Rouge community College
Today’s citizens need more than just a high school diploma (or its equivalent) to earn a living wage in the world today.  There are 
many opportunities for citizens returning to their communities. Although this presentation is specific to what is offered at Baton 
Rouge Community College, similar offerings are available at Louisiana’s Community and Technical Colleges.

Data Collection and Reporting: An Innovative Tech Package                                                             
Michael Dimaggio, Program Manager and Co-owner JBM Technologies, LLC
Collecting data can support many strategies for successful reentry. When coordinating services between several service providers, 
data collection via a common data collection system by client will enable maximum benefit for the client and the providers.  

Don’t get caught sitting on the bench!
(Community Engagement & The Justice Reinvestment Package)                                     
Steven Lassalle,   District Manager, Adult Probation and Parole, New Orleans
James Logan,   ReEntry Services Program Manager for the City of New Orleans   
Too often in life we miss opportunities to get involved and make a REAL difference. In life as in sports, there a lot more people in 
the stands watching than on the field, performing. In this presentation we will discuss how to build collaborations between local 
treatment/service providers along with Probation and Parole, to provide for a triage of returning citizens that can be accomplished 
at the very onset of supervision. We will show how the collaboration in New Orleans was solidified in the wake of the Justice Re-
Investment Initiative package passed into significant difference in outcomes. We are on our way to winning the game!

Effective Community Engagement from the P & P Perspective 
Patricia Murphy, Regional Manager, Region 2 Probation & Parole
This session will share with community providers the “ingredients” needed for a successful collaboration.  One in which the 
returning citizen is the recipient of a framework of support that allows his/her successful reentry into society as well as his/her 
successful completion of his/her terms of supervision.

Essential Skills and Values for Effective Case Management                                      
Lydia Williams, MSW, M.Ed. 
This session is designed to cover skills case managers use to accomplish what is needed for a client and discussion of how each staff 
person will develop his or her own personal style of performing those skills.  

An Evidence Based Employment Readiness Model: Jobs for Life
Jean Morris Robertson, Christian Outreach Center
Brett Sides, Attorney, Alexander/Sides Law Firm   
Jobs for Life™ (JfL) is an eight-week training program which offers a unique solution to poverty and joblessness in communities and 
for individuals across the country. Today, churches and ministries in over 160 cities and 34 states are leading Jobs for Life
training classes. These classes provide biblical job training, ongoing assistance and hope to those in their community who are 
struggling with finding and keeping meaningful employment.                        

Executing Comprehensive Services for Women Returning Home
Karen Stagg, Executive Director, Connections for Life
Connections for Life, through the collaborative networking of support services, fosters the development of a healthy lifestyle 
pattern for women who are single and indigent, and who are in transition from dependence to independence.  The journey to 
providing comprehensive services is not an easy one and for women these services have to be targeted and sustained.   
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From a Woman’s Perspective : Help Is What We Need                          
Dolfinette Martin, Statewide Organizer for VOICE OF THE EXPERIENCED  (VOTE) 
Reentry begins when an incarcerated person is released, any work done prior to setting foot outside the prison gate is preparation. 
So with this in mind understanding that women’s reentry has it’s own  unique set of barriers. Some are mothers with juvenile 
children and the very first barrier they face is safe affordable housing for them and their kids. But we can’t get any of the many 
barriers out of the way without help. Real help!                     

GNOHA #PutHousing First       
Andreaencia Morris,  Executive Director, HousingNOLA
Through the Put Housing First campaign, HousingNOLA and its partners will strengthen its ability to engage decision-makers and 
increase their accountability to sound housing policies that address this growing affordability crisis. The cost of doing nothing 
will mean the ongoing housing crisis will continue unchecked. The Put Housing First campaign will help tip the scales by holding 
government decision-makers accountable to sound, sustainable, equitable policies that address affordability for all, including 
special needs populations whose housing needs go overlooked by policy makers.

How to Plan a “Clean Jacket” Day                                                       
Adrienne Wheeler, Executive Director & Founder, Justice Accountability Center of Louisiana 
Savannah Wheeler, JAC Expungement Program Coordinator
Matthew Woessner, JAC Expungement Program Analyst
For many individuals, an expungement creates access to sustainable employment or housing. It can also shield individuals from 
discrimination after contact with the criminal justice system. This panel will discuss what an expungement does, how to help 
others gain access to it, and what to do after the event to promote systemic change.

Improving Access to Health Care: Louisiana Best Kept Secrets (Federally Qualified Health Centers )        
Matthew Valliere, Chief Executive Officer,  Care South 
Federal Qualified Health Center (FQHC): FQHCs are outpatient clinics that qualify for specific reimbursement systems under 
Medicare and Medicaid. FQHCs include federally-supported health centers. Health centers are community-based and patient-
directed organizations that deliver comprehensive, culturally competent, high-quality primary health care services. Returning 
citizens and service providers will learn how to access and benefit from these services.  

Louisiana Department of Corrections and Louisiana Sheriffs – A Team Effort”
Sheriff Craig Webre, Lafourche Parish Sheriff’s Office
Tara Sutton, Program Coordinator
Captain Jessica Bordelon, Commander, Transitional Work Program
Sheriffs have a unique perspective in the Criminal Justice System. They are the Chief Law Enforcement Officer of their respective 
parish and, at the same time, they operate the parish jail. In some respects, the Criminal Justice System begins and often ends 
with the Sheriff. The relationship between the Louisiana Department of Corrections and Louisiana Sheriffs differs than that of most 
other states. The presentation will examine this relationship in terms of challenges and opportunities, the incarceration rates, 
reentry and the incarceration of  readjudication detainees.

La Housing Authority: Affordable Housing Options for Returning Citizens            
Nicole Sweazy, Executive Director, Louisiana Housing Authority
Verna Bradley Jackson, Executive Director, One Touch Ministry
Attendees will learn about affordable housing opportunities to assist people as they re-enter society.  The partnership between the 
Department of Corrections and the Louisiana Housing Corporation and current programs will be highlighted during the workshop.  
Practical advice from a service provider will be part of the presentation, on pitfalls and work-arounds for housing challenges.

Panel of LaPRI Community Coordinators                    Moderator: Candy Christophe
Todd Hamilton, MSW, Executive Director, O’Brien House, East Baton Rouge 
Ann Kungel, State Coordinator of St. Vincent de Paul Reentry Organizing Project, St Tammany
Steven Lassalle, District Manager , Probation & Parole, New Orleans 
The Louisiana Prisoner Reentry Initiative (LA-PRI) is an outcome of Justice Reinvestment Task Force and has as its goal is to reduce 
recidivism by investing dollars saved into community resources. Starting in the five highest incarceration parishes – St.Tammany, 
Orleans, Jefferson, East Baton Rouge, and Caddo – local citizens, service agencies, and businesses in each parish began forming 
Coalitions and then Steering Teams and committees to develop and organize community resources to meet these anticipated 
needs. This presentation will reflect on how this implementation is progressing.
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Promoting Reentry to Economic and Workforce Development Organizations      
Sondra  Cooley-Redmon, Director of Workforce development for Central Louisiana Economic Development Alliance
This workshop will provide tools to assist reentry organizations in connecting with economic and workforce development organizations 
in their regions. The workshop will help organizations understand the importance of working with local workforce development offices, 
how to help those organizations understand the role of re-entry programs in the community’s success, and what strategies to employ to 
encourage partnerships. Participants will leave with an understanding of how to connect their mission to that of other organizations, to 
ensure there is a place at the community table for your constituents.

Sexual Trauma Awareness & Response (STAR)  Part 1 Sexual Trauma 101  
&  Part 2 Responding to Disclosures (Must have attended Part 1)                          
Dominique Dunbar, Trainer for STAR
101: Interactive training through which participants learn about the problem of sexual violence, including types, impacts, causes and 
solutions.  Part 2: Building upon Part 1, this module will help participants build skills to respond to disclosures of  sexual violence. 

Social Commerce: A Great Opportunity for Returning Citizens                                               
Will Zanders,  Entrepreneur           
Social Commerce can be a viable means of “barrier free” financial independence for returning citizens. Learn about the different types of 
social commerce, varying compensation plans and the nuances which makes it an opportunity.   

The STRIVE Model           
Patrick Young, Regional Training Manager, STRIVE International; NOLABA Trainer Coordinator
Where we were; where we are; and where we are going.

Success Path to Business Ownership: Pathway to Success                                                    
Derrick Perrique, RisingFoundations Program Coordinator - Small Business Incubator
Isaac Knapper, Business Owner
RisingFoundations unique workforce development program fosters self-sufficiency through self-employment and small business 
development enabling clients to bypass discrimination by employers. The small business incubator empowers formerly incarcerated 
people to develop small businesses to (at first) supplement their income while they continue working low-wage jobs, with an overall goal 
for these businesses to grow, providing full time employment for themselves, and eventually other formerly incarcerated people.

Success in Reentry Housing in Opelousas: The Story of The Refinery Mission    
Johnny Carriere, Executive Director, The Refinery Mission
The Refinery Mission is a faith-based emergency and transitional facility in Opelousas, LA. We are a Catalyst for Men in Transition. I’ll be 
sharing our story and how it intersects with Reentry efforts in our state and community. We serve unaccompanied men 17-years-old and 
up. Our residents come from jails, prisons, hospitals, behavioral clinics, addiction rehabs, and the streets. Our programs are built on the 
foundation of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

“Those who are closer to the problem are closer to the solution”   The Story of VOTE!    
Checo Yancy, Director, Voters Organized to Educate for VOTE
This session will share where “Voices of the Experience” originated, from the inside of the Louisiana State Prison (Angola) emerging from 
the Angola Special Civic Project (ASCP). VOTE is a grassroots organization with decades of experience examining the root causes of crime, 
the criminal justice system, and the challenges of reentry. Vote takes a holistic, public health approach to community problems, and strive 
for healthy, sustainable communities.

The TIGER
Keith Nordyke, Attorney, Nordyke & Greenfield, LLC
This session will provide an update on the progress towards state wide utilization and automation of the TIGER.

Understanding and Responding to the Mental Health and Addiction Community-based Needs of the Judicially-Involved 
Individuals 
Dr.  Jan Kasofsky,  Executive Director, Capital Area Human Services
Sheidra Boutte’, Licensed Clinical Social Worker, Capital Area Human Services
Much is known of the individual with mental health and addiction needs from screening and assessing them while detained in East 
Baton Rouge Parish Prison. To help these individuals successfully reenter the community requires that providers understand their needs 
and provide appropriate and accessible services. This presentation will inform community providers on how to identify and match these 
justice-involved individuals with services that support successful reintegration. 
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THANK YOU 
TO OUR SPONSORS

Join REAL as we partner together to advocate for successful reentry efforts in our state.  
reentryalliancela.com/call-to-action
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Capitol Area Reentry Program, Inc. 
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NOTES
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The ReEntry Alliance for Louisiana’s mission is to educate Louisiana citizens on every aspect of 
reentry, to disseminate accurate information to all involved in reentry and to support regional 
coalitions of service providers for returning citizens ultimately improving the public safety and 
economy of Louisiana.

A highly functioning statewide re-entry alliance is critical to achieving Louisiana’s re-entry goals. 
Effectiveness of an alliance is directly related to the partners’ commitment to their shared vision 
and collective actions. The more diverse and influential the partnerships, the stronger the alliance 
will be. The more creative it is, the more attention the dire need for effective re-entry programs 
will be received.

The REAL goals of the 2018 are:

1. To assist non-profits, state, and local agencies in fostering and enhancing communications and 
coalition collaborations across parish and regional lines; and

2. To strengthen existing coalitions with professional development, promoting evidence-based best 
practices and strategies for sustainable efforts to improve recidivism within their communities.

Re-Entry Alliance for Louisiana

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President, David Cressy, Sr., Mandeville
Treasurer, James Windom, Baton Rouge

Secretary, Candy Christophe, Alexandria

Verna Bradley-Jackson, Baton Rouge

Lavonya Malveaux, Opelousas

Stephanie Rogers, Shreveport

Renard Thomas, New Orleans

Woods Watson, West Monroe

Ann Zanders, Denham Springs

Re-Entry 
is REAL!!
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SPECIAL THANKS TO 

FOR SPONSORING THE 

FOURTH ANNUAL 
REAL HELP CONFERENCE

REAL CONF PROGRAM 2018.indd   15 3/22/18   11:47 AM



FUTURE 
REAL CONFERENCE

DATES
 

BATON ROUGE 2019
ALEXANDIA 2020

reentryalliancela.com

Re-Entry is REAL!!
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